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In a former diſcourſe I recapitulated the principles of 

-Juftice' and candour upon which the Government of France 
no reſts. I ſhewed'in what manner that Government, at 
once Republican and Revolutionary, had laid among us the 


foundations of a real public credit, -and created, in the face 


of all Europe, a Power, in ſome fort, new. 
I ſhewed in what manner the French People, ſtarting from 


the ſleep of Slavery, had reſumed their place among the Na- 


tions, Goa the number of which it was attempted to blot 


them out; had begun to repair, their immenfe lofſes ; and 


had prepared all the ſeeds of their future proſperity. 


I am now going to take a view of the external ſituation 


of this vaſt Empire of the relations of France with other 


Nations, and of their intereſts with reſpect to her. I will tell 


* ” 


you'how the happineſs of the world muſt neceffarily reſult 


om the eftabliſhment of the Liberty of France, andthe 


Peace of the Univerſe from the Peace your are going to ne- 


gociate with your neighbours. * 
Iwill advertiſe the greater part of thofe who make War 


upon us of the dangers to which they expoſe themſelves, by 


declaring againſt us; Which dangers are of ſuch a nature, 
that ſucceſs itſelf, if ſucceſs were poſſible, would ſerve only 


to render them more imminent. I will repel the atrocious 
calumnies of thoſe orators in the pay of Tyrants, who, hav- 
ing no longer any hope of enſlaving us by arms, would ſtill 
- excite againſt us as many enemies as there are Governments 
in Europe, and deprive us of that National credit, which 
- accrues to a great Nation from its reſpect for other Nations 


and its public morality, 


It is time that the formulas of an ancient and ill-advifed. 
policy give place to the frank and fincere 'expreffions of Free- 


men; it is time that Truth, in the tribune of the Legiſlator, 


74 


reſume that influence which, ſhe ought never to have bbſt. 
The language I ſhall hold wilt form a remarkable contraſt to 
the inſidious words with which the fittings of another ſoi A ſunt 


Repreſentative Aſſembly reſound at this moment; a Aſ- 
ſembiy, which, in its counterfeit Debates, its Qgfxotie rho- 
domontades,” and fawning Addreſſes, denies; four ſutcefſes, 
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| . differnbles Four" victuries, outrages your principles, and Yares 
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füll to threaten a. Liberty which three years of fruitleſs at- 
tack ought at length to compcl the world to reſpe&. 

When the moſt exaſperated paſſions are every where forg- 
ing arms to divide us, to deſtroy or enflave us, animated 
by the moſt noble paſſions, enflamed by the love of Liberty 
and our Country, we muſt oppoſe imperturbable juftice to 
their violent fury, and Republican conſtancy to their raj 

impetuoſty. + - 

Almoſt all the Thrones of the earth have put 3 
in motion, to fall upon us; their Miniſters have leagued to- 
gether; their armies have conglomerated; their thunders 
nave flaſnhed, to deſtroy our infant Liberty. But their ra- 
vaging cohorts, overthrown by our patriot battalions, have 
been diſſipated, like thoſe thick clouds which ſeem. to an- 
nounce a tempeſt, and which a ſalutary wind diſperſes and 
annihilates. | 
While we had te combat only the hatred of the. Coaleſced 
Kings and the fury of their ſoldiers, the burning valour of 
the French, their ? exhauſtible courage, the conſtant ſacri- 
. fices of all the Citizens, ſufficed to prove to the univerſe how 
worthy we are of Liberty, and how chimerical the hope of 
thoſe who would wreſt it from us. But now, Citizens, 
fat our triumphs have carried diſmay into the boſom of the 
Countries which pretended to give chains to France, we have 
another kind of attack to ſuſtain, and other efforts to repulſe. 
They cannot conquer the French: they e to ca- 
lumniate them. 
All the Nations of the world admire cur courage; they 
all lament ſeeing their blood and their treaſures exhauſted, to 
tear from us our Liberty. Attempts are made to deſtroy 
us in their opinion, and to impute to us alone the innumer- 
able calamities which this long and terrible War has pour- 
| ed out upon them. Neither the fury of the Coaleſced Kings, 
nor the cfforts of their ſoldiers, have we any cauſe to dread, 
but we will always reſpect the opinion of the People of other 
States, whatever may be their Governments, their force, 
their weakneſs, their good or ill fortune. 
We will not ſeck, as we have been often charged with 
dong, to trouble their internal organization, and to make 
them adopt our laws; but we will not ſuffer our principles to 
be poiſoned in their eyes, their eſteem to be taken from us, 
- and the ambitious authors of a ruinous war to charge us 
with the-melancholy fruits of thcir own vanity, crimes, and 
5 0 8 
For three years humanity has groaned and fulkered—for 
threc years e has been inundated vid blood, ** ſhe | 
= 8 | 198 
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People weighed down with taxes. This inſenfate defire to 
partition or enſlave France is evidently the cauſe or the pre- 
text of all theſe evils ; and, when a part of our enemies, 


diſcouraged by our ſucceſs, or enlightened by experience, 
ſeem willing to let the earth reſpire; when the people, in- 
 dignant at the calamities with which they are overwhelmed, 
ſeem every where commanding their Governments to put 


an end to the horrors of War, ſome cruel and crafty Poli- 
ticians would perſuade them, that we alone are inſenſible to 
theſe cries of ſuffering Humanity; that we alone thirſt for 
their blood; that no Peace with us can be ſafe or honorable; 
that the continuation of the War is adyantageous to them; 


and, finally, this abſurd contradiQion, that, on the one 


hand, our pride and our ambition are too formidable for us 
to be treated with, and, on the other, that our efforts have 


too much exhauſted us not to atford hopes of certain ſucceſs, 
continuing the conteſt, . ; 

We ought, Citizens, out of refpe& to humanity, to ex- 

poſe theſe contradictions, reply to theſe calumnies, hold up 


the light to every eye, and unmaſk thoſe Machiavelian Go- . 


vernments which, ſporting with the blood of men and the 
fartune of the people, aim at rearing a coloſſal greatneſs on 
the ruin of the principal powers of Europe. 


W'e ought to convinee all virtuous men that we deteſt war 


without fearing it; that we are always ready to put a ſtop 
to its horrors, when a peace ſhall be offered to us conſiſtent 
with our dignity, and capable of guaranteeing our fafety. 
We ought, at the ſame time, to advertize the people of all 


nations that, ready to negociate with frankneſs, we will not 
ſuffer our arms to be paralized, or our triumphs to be ſuſ- 


pended by negociations, falſe or futile. 


Our armies who brave the ſeaſons, maſter the elements, 
2nd turn to their advantage all the obſtacles which nature ' 
and art feem to oppoſe to them; our armies who, ruſhing over 
the frozen inundations of Holland, have completed the con- 


ueſt of it in leſs time than was formerly neceſſary to make 


the tour, will charge themſelves with demonſtrating to our 


enemies, that far from being exhauſted by three years of 


war, we have only augmented our reſources, and added to 


the experience of our Generals, to the diſeipline of our ſol- 
diers, fo that Republican ardour which has never ceaſed to 
inflame their ſouls. But we ought, above all, to prove 


to the univerſe that the ambition of the Engliſh Govern- 


ment, the intereſted policy of the Houſe of Auftria, and the 
pris of Ruſſia, are the ſole cauſes of the misfortunes of the 


Powers 


. 
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Powers of Europe! Open your eyes, contemplate your 
true dangers ; diſtinguiſh, at laſt. your true enemies; con- 
ſider with affright the abyſs. into which they are dragging. 
you, by ſometimes making France a bugbear to terrify, 
and ſometimes repreſenting it as a prey : eaſy to be divided. 
Suffering people, deluded monarchs, envied Republics, ſol- 
low with me the Courts of, Vienna, of Peterſburg, and 

above all, of London, through the dark labyrinth, of their 
erafty policy! the torch. of evidence. will conduct you, and 
vou will then ſee what are the projects you ought to fear, the 
enemies you ought to combat, the friends you ought to em- 


| "The politics of the; Cabinet of Vienna have been long 
unveiled. Conſtant in their ambitious projects, Princes 
have ſucceeded, one another on that throne for ſeveral. ages, 
preſerving always the fame ſpirit, purſuing inceſſantly, the 
ſame ſyſtem. The object is always invariable ; but the 
means of accompliſhing it continually changing. The Houſe 
of Auſtria, for its aggrandizement, has by turns employed. 
treaties, ruptures, marriages, intrigues and arms. Before 
Ruſſia had civilized herſelf, and Pruſſia had become a pow- 
er, France, Turkey, and Sweden formed alone the ram- 
part to protect the empire againſt the Emperors. Since the 
rivals of the Court of Vienna increaſed in number and in 
force, that Court has negociated fo dextrouſly, that it has 
been very near deſtroying by artifice the counterpoiſe which 
balanced its power. It weakened the Turks by facrificing 
them to the Ruſſians; it ſeduced France to ſuch a degree 
that Pruſſia once ſaw itſelf on the brink of complete deſtruc- 
tion, in ſpite of the genius of Frederic and the diſcipline of 
his ſoldiers. 1 0 i 
_ Twice fince that period it has been on the point of poſſeſſ- 
ing Bavaria; firſt by force of arms, and next by an exchange 
finally, ſeeing that, notwithſtanding its connections with 
France, the 1 did not ſecond its views, it wiſhed per- 
fidiouſly to deſtroy its ally; and profiting of the ſhocks of our 
Revolution, it favoured; our internal enemies, formed plots 
in the very boſom of our government, and leagued all Eu- 
rope againſt us, under the haughty pretext of maintaining the 
caufe of Kings, but with the real deſign of taking from us 
Alſace, Lorrain, and a part of Flanders; and of ridding it- 
ſelf for ever of the obſervation of a people whoſe glory always 
excited its envy, and whoſe force always repreſſed its 
audacity. The event has deceived its expectation. It 
has already loſt the Pays Bas, its fortreſſes, its can- 
non, its treaſures; its armies have diſappeared before 
ours, the reputation of its Generals is vaniſhed, and 1 
ing 


( 7 ; 1 ' 
thing announces, that upon the Cabinet of Vienna, the day 
of juſtice is arrived. It now, exhibits nothing but the ſpec- 
tacle of diſappointed ambition and impotent wrath. It fears 
peace, but it cannot continue the war; and there is not a 
power of Europe which does not ſee, that its poliey is to en- 
gage other powers to ruin themſelves to fight for its intereſts, 
and to recover for it what it has loſt, 12 
Pruſſia muſt now know on what fide was artifice, and on 
what fide ſincerity. Every thing muſt make Frederick Wil- 
liam. regret having liſtened to the councils of his natural ene · 
my, in preference ta thę pacifie Envoys of a Free Nation, 

vhich ſnewed him the txuth and offered him a uſeful amity 

he muſt regret, having been the dupe of ſome crowned intrigu+ 
ers, of ſome dextrous negociators,: who led him into the only 

- courſe that could ruin him. Spain, the Empire, Sardinia 

muſt experience the ſame regret. Theſe Powers muſt ſhud- 

der at ſeeing the abyſs into which it has been attempted x 


plunge them. They have only the melancholy proſpect 
ſharing the fate of Holland, or of being annihilated under 
the yoke of the two Courts that have ſedueed them. Ah 
what we ought above all to ſhew to theſe deluded Powers, 
for the intereſt of Europe, is the danger which they are 
menaced with by. two Coloſſuſſes they ſupport, which will 
conclude by ſubjugating them, if our ſacritices-and our cou- 
rage do not ſtop them in their progreſs. - England and Ruſſia, 
theſe are the two enemies we ought to denounce; to the uni- 
verſe ; theſe arg. the tyrants we ought to-denounee; to the 
world; theſe are the wide waſting torrents whoſe irruption 
we muſt ſtop, More dextrous, better ſituated, leſs unfortu- 
nate than Auſtria, they alone have hitherto profited of the 
general ealamities and errors of the coalition, '7 
Rt Rouſe from your ſleep States of the Empire, King of Pauſe» 
fia, and all ye maritime Powers !--your fleets, your forces, 
your cultivators, your finances, your blood, all you have 
been made to ſacrifice, to give to Ruſſia the empire of the 
land, and that of the ſeas to proud Albion. Do you forget 
that the inhabitants of the North deſtroyed the Roman Em- 
pire, more united, more formidable than you? Muſt you be 
reminded of thoſe irruptions of the Goths and Vandals, in- 
undating all Europe, ta deſtroy all the empires of it? Muſt 
you be reminded that for 60 years Ruſſia introducing a groſs 
civilization among her barbarous people, preſerving a ſavage 
force, even while enxiching herſelf with arts and modern tac+ 
tics, has already humbled the Chineſe, and planted colonies 
on the coaſt of America ; that ſhe has paſſed the Caucaſus, 
ſubjected Georgia, impoſed laws upon a part of Perſia, ſubju- 


gated 


| 
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N 
zated the Coſſacks, deſtroyed the Tartars, conquered the Cri- 
mea, partitioned Poland, diſmayed the Ottoman Empire, 
raiſed inſurrection in Gteeee, and menaced Conſtantinople? - 


Muſt we open wounds not yet entirely healed, and men- 


tion the numerous battalions entering Berlin itſelf, which but 
for the unforeſeen eaprice of Peter III. would have annihi- 
lated the very name of the Pruſſian power? Do you not ſee 
that the ambitious Catharine, by holding out vain promiſes 
to the emigrants; byinflaming the rage of the German Prinees 


Againſt French liberty, has contrived to enfangle her rivals in 


a war which exhauſts them, in order to make herſelf miſtreſs 


of Poland, and ſo open to her the gates of Germany? I know 


it may be ſaid; with ſome foundation, that the Ruſſian Em- 
pire is a Coloſſus with feet of elay; that in it corruption 
as preceded maturity; that thie ſla very which exiſts in it, 


deprives its force of all ſolidity, and its refources of all ener- 


Ey that its extent is immenſe, but partly deſart; that it is 
proud but poor; that it is already too vaſt to be governed; 


hat by extending itſelf it accelerates its own diſſolution; and 


that every conqueſtit makes is a ſtep towards its ruin. I ad- 
mit theſe fruths ; but this giant, before he periſhes, will 
eraſh-y6u-;-it is upon your ruins that he muſt fall; he will 


not diſmember Hhimſelf-till after you are ravaged, diſperſed, 


and-atnihilated]-:: Danes, Swedes, Germans, Pruſſians, Otto- 


mans, think of this ; . time flies, the thunder rattles, Vienna 


betrays you; the Muſcovite torrent is augmenting; Attila is 
once more advancing, and if you do not unite in time to ar- 
reſt this deſtructive ſeourge, you are undonmee. 
Vou are taught to fear France. What a ſtrange error! If 
your Government de wiſe, and founded on true principles, 
why envy us? If from its nature it be as diſaſtrous as you 
#rexold, why dread a People that carries in its own boſom a 
ſource of weakneſs or of agitation, that muſt prevent it from 
meddling with you? The conſtancy of our efforts, the dura- 
tion of our ſacrifices, the permanenee of our victories, do they 
not demonſtrate before-hand the ſtability of treaties that may 
be made with us? Are not chances of ſyſtem, by a great na- 


tion, neceſſarily more rare than the changes and caprices of 


Minifters, of Miſtreſſes, and of Favourites? Ah! our inte- 
reſts are common. What ſignifies it, that we have outſtript 
you in the eareer of Liberty! What ſignify our Conſtitution 
and our Laws, our principles and our opiniens ! Policy com- 


mands you to unite with us, and to march with equal pace 


againſt the enemies that threaten 'us. When it is dinned in 
your ears that it is neither ſafe nor honourable to treat with 


us, tranſlate this language into its true meaning, and learn 


# that 


N 


44 territories. ade 94%, M WOOT ö 

Oh, yePoliticians of Europe, who boaſt of wiſdom fo. ex- 
alted, of penetration ſo profound, how is it poſſible, that you 

have not yet lifted up the veil which hides from your eyes the 


| & 3 | F a * C 7X 
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' that Auſtria ays—© Fight that I may regain my provinces ;® 
and know that England does not urge you to fight but in the 
you will prevent us from oppoſing her maritime con- 


. queſts; finally, liſten to Ruſſia 3 mark her very words 
Fight, exhauſt yourſelves, laviſh all your blood, and all 
4 your treaſures, that I may, without obſtacle, quit my de- 


« farts, and ſpread my warlike population over your fertile 


= 


Machiavelian' politics of the Engliſh Government — How is 
it ye do not ſee to what degree it abuſes you, and what 2 
game it makes of all it profeſſes to reſpect? That Govern- 
ment accuſes us of immorality'; and when, by an Armed 
Neutrality, the robbery of Neutral Commerce was to be re- 
refſed, it was the only civilized Government which un- 
bluſhingly oppoſed the meaſure. It aceuſes us of having 
broken the peace and violated the right of nations, and it-in- 
ſulted our Ambaſſador. It profeſſes to hate intolerant Papa- 
cy, and it takes up arms to defend the ſuperſtitions of Rome. 
It pretends to cheriſh Liberty, and it is in alliance with the 
oppreſſors of Poland. It reproaches us with cruelties. of 
which we execrate and puniſh the authors; and it has fl 
ed Afia with pillage and dead bodies, has hired ſavages to 
enſlave the Americans, and -purchaſed men of a German 
Prince, fixing before-hand'the price bf each wound, of each 
mutilation ;' in a word, ſettling the tariff of every drop of 


| blood of thoſe miſerable ſlaves. It charges us with ambition, 


and fooliſhly ſtrives to render itfelf maſter of all the colonies. 
It has the audacity to ſay that we make war without huma- 
nity ; and it has attempted to avenge its diſaſters, by expoſing 
twenty-four millions of men to a famine from which chance 
and our valour have protected us. It clamours every where 
that we want to attack the independence'of other States; and 
it attempted to compel Genoa, Venice, - Sweden and Den- 
mark, to renounce the moſt reſpectable and the moſt ſacred 
of all rights, that of remaining neuter amid the horrors of 
war. Finally, it has the hardihood to declare that it is not 
fafe to treat with us—that Government does ſo which, when 
in alliance with Ruſſia, excited the Turks to make war upon 


her, and afterwards abandoned them :—that Government 


which encouraged the Poles in their Revolution, and left 
them without ſupport—that Government which armed Swe- 
den againſt the Ruſſians, and betrayed it—that Government 
which forced Holland to fight againſt us, and after lending 


it 
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It a feeble aid, eonſinedꝭ its efforts ta diminiſhing the-acgount _ 
of its / loſſes that Govexnmevt, in fine, Mhich alter having 
ſaduced the unfortunate inhabitants of. La Vengee and Tou- 
lon, tranquilly enjoyed the ſpectacle of theix ruin. ede 
/\- reſolute Spaniards, what do. you enpedt? If Chance 
ſhould diſappoint our courage, if, pęrſiſling in your: unacy 

countable coalition, vou thould paraline our efforts againſt 
your implacable enemy, and if that enemy, eſtabliſhiog her- 
ſelf in our colonies, ſhould deſtroy the aliment of our maxine ? 
Do you nat ſee her already. laying hald of your: galleons, 
digging your mines, wreſting from you the empire of Mex- 
ico, Mat of Peru, Forio. Rleo, Cuba; dtiving you-from all 
the ſeas, and from the heights. of Gibraltar inſulting your 
misfortunes, and enjoying your miſery? In 1790, had ſhe 
not already drawn the ſword againſt ypu becauſe ſhe thaug 
vou in no condition to defend Faurſelves ? Did not we turn 
it aſide at the moment when, reckoning on aur troubles, ſhe 
hoped to ſirike. you wich impunity * Do not her attempts 
upon Corſica announce that ſhe wiſhes to expel you from the 
Mediterranean, as ſhe aſpires at ehaſing you from the Ocean? 
Awake then at the call of truth; appreciate at their juſt 
value the calumnics ſpread againſt us; fee in the ſpeeches 
with which the Parliament Fj py reſounds, nothing but 
the fear of peace, but the language of ambition unmaſked, 
and let us take upon ourſelves the care of our vengeance and 
of our fafcty.. It is not only ſafe, it is honourable to treat 
with us: but the meaſure is become indiſpenſible to your 
ſafety; we have made known to you the neceſſity of it, learn 
the means; we are tao grand, too powerful, to have any 
thing to diſguiſG. Sh „ 
| Our paſt cangers, the neceſſity of rendering the return of 
them impoſſible, the example of the menacing league which 
wanted to over - run us, and at one time carried deſolation 
into the heart of France; the ſineere deſire of rendering peace 
ſolid and durable, oblige us to extend our frontiers, to take 
tor our limits great rivers, mountains, and the ocean, and 
thus, before hand and for a long ſeries of ages, to ſccure 

Gurſelves trom all inyaſion and from all attack, At this 

price, the powers of Europe may depend upon an inviolable 

peace and upon courageous allies, capable of diſengaging 
them from the weight of the rwo raſh Coloſſuſſes that, in 
their guilty delirium, want to &rrogate at once the empire of 


the land and of the ſeas. | 
Such, citizens, are the grand truths which every thing now 
commands us to develope before the eyes of Europe. 
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In vain is it attempted to miſlead the people of other na- 
tions, by telling. them that our government being only pro- 
viſional, no tie, no treaty, can have any gurantee. Our 
government is the Plenipotentiary nominated by the totality 
of the French People to terminate in their name the revo- 
lution and the war; and I doubt if ever Ambaſſador was 
ſeen 85 with power more ample, or a character more 


a b 

Wit fignify the combinations of which governments are 
formed, when treaties are formed with the people to whom 

thoſe governments belong! The 1 which you will ſoon 
ſoBeit, will de much cs ſolid from being given to you 
the affent of the whole people. Our government is the wil 
of the nation; our forms are juſtice ; our principles are hu- 
manity ; your guarantee! is the fincerity and the courage of 
a nation which has willed to be free. 

Appreciate our actual government by the ſpectacle which 
it offers to the world; it has repreſſed inteſtine troubles; an- 
nihilated rebel factions; : broken down the ſcaffolds; opened 
the priſons ; avenged innocent blood; devoted to death and 
infamy the miniſters of terror; it has reſtored liberty to 
commerce ; tranquility to agriculture ; in the interior it has 
made juſtice the order of the day, and victory on the fron- 
tiers. 

Ah! all enlightened nations will liſten with the ſmile of 
contempt and of pity, to the abſurd or perfidious politicians 
who call in queſtion, whether a nation that can conquer has 
the power of negociating ; who dare ſtill to maintain that 
ew is impoſſible at the moment when every thing demon- 

rates that obſtinacy is inſenſate and reſiſtance vain. 
Adopt, citizens, the ideas I have traced ; ſpeak with that 
noble frankneſs which befits the majeſty of the French 
people, and you will ſoon ſee the diplomatic ſubtleties of your 
enemies confounded by the wiſdom of your councils, as you 


have ſeen their temerity puniſhed by the courage of your war- 
riors, Aol 


Oy 
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im LIBERTY, EQUALITY, Tri 


w (CITIZENS, «: - 1; 2G ont 


Tur Aſſembly of — Repreſentative fo the Gin 
rune of Amſterdam having received, from time to time, and 
on the part of different citizens, demands, tending to the 
embracing of meaſures, which would put into a ſtate of ar- 
reſt. in general the former members of the now aboliſhed Go- 
vernment, and other ſuſpeRed perſons ;. the Aﬀembly has 
not only been conſtantly. of opinion that it ought not to em- 
brace ſuch meaſures, but it alſo thinks itſelf obliged to ex- 

lain. to all its compatriots in general, and to the inhabitants 
of Amſterdam in particular, whom it repreſents, what is its 
manner of Wiki on a ſubject of this i importance, and what 
are the principles on which its opinion is founded. 

We ſhall ſet out, citizens, with declaring that we neither 
could nor would, for a ſingle moment, ſuppoſe that the re- 
peated. inſtances of a part of our fellow-citizens to make us 
take rigorous meaſures, could procced from any motive of 
hatred or revenge. The Dutch, from the very moment 
when they firſt broke their chains, gave to aſtoniſhed Europe, 
too grand an example of generoſity and humanity, to let us 
believe that they would ſully that glory, in the moments of 
tranquility, by ayenging themſelves on a ſet of humbled def- 
pots, deprived of all ſtrength. He deſerves not to triumph 
who baſely abuſes his victory. He alqne can promiſe him- 
ſelf the conſtant and | agreeable fruits of victory, who makes 
his vanquiſhed foes bluth by his juſtige and generoſity, and 
convinces them that they are the perſons who have choſen 
the worſt ſide of the cauſe to defend. Citizens, Generoſity 
and Juſtice carry with them irrefiſtible force. Nothing can 
ſave the cauſe of our country but a conſtant adherence to theſe 
virtues. The exerciſe of revenge may afford a tranſitory 


pleaſure in the moments of paſſion and delirium, but its 


conſequences are commonly ſad and fatal, while the exer- 
ciſe of equity and of generoſity leaves nothing but agree- 
able ſenſations. 

-* Such, citizens, arc our ſentiments; ſuch ought to be 
yours, Real guardians of Freedom and Equality, you are 


capable of perceiving their value and their force. And woe 


betide the country if this doctrine ſhall not become the uni- 
verſal doQrine of the Nation. 


Since 


1 33 ) 
Sinee then, citizens, we cannot differ on theſe principles, 


it will be eaſy to convince the virtuous patriot that the ſyſtem 
which we have adopted in our Aſſembly, is in effect the only 


one that agrees with the real intereſts of the country. 8 


Let us begin by preſenting to your view the great end 


that every honeſt man, and above all, every citizen entruſted - 


with any public authority, ought to propoſe to himſelf, This 


end ought to be, to ſettle this Revolution upon the moſt im 


moveable foundations, to the end that all the inhabitants of 


the land may feel the permanent benefits of the ſocial life un- 
der an adminiſtration founded on the principles of Freedom 

and Equality. See here, citizens, the great end that a good 
man ought perpetually to have before his eyes; and he, ho 


has other views, whether he be placed in the, Senate, whe- 
ther he labour in another ſphere, or whether he be in a pri- 
vate ſituation, (the moſt enviable, doubtleſs, of all ſituations) 


plays, under the maſk of patriotiſm, the yu of an KP e | 


and a deceiver-of the People. 


But how to attain this end? No method more relikely than 5 


to ſhe on the one hand, grandeur and generoſity with reſpe& 


to the paſt ; on the other, to be ſevere and inexorable to all 
attempts againſt Freedom and the Supremacy of the People. 


Citizens, Philoſophers of all nations and ages, have invariably 
judged that when civil diſſentions are over, the conquering party 
has always been guilty of injuſtice, when it has thought worthy 


of puniſhment actions which the chiefs of the conquered. 
party have done to maintain'theircauſe, and has, in conſequenee 


or theſe principles, {ct on foot a general perſecution. Actions, 
which are at all times criminal ; actions, which are morally 
bad, independently on all political relations, and by confe- 
quence, always puniſhable, are then the only ones that can, 
according to the prineiples of juſtice, be taken into conſidera- 
tion. Theſe are alſo the only actions which a righteous 
Judge, whoſe judgement ought not to be directed by any in- 
fluence of political paſſions, will eſteem criminal and worthy 
of-puniſhment ; and not thoſe actions which we at preſent 


moſt juſtly conſider as highly pernicious, but which have 


been committed under the eyes, and with the plenary * 
bation of the preceding Government. | 
If we reje& theſe principles, there is no longer ſecurity for 
any human action; and let it not be difſembled, that he who 
preaches a contrary doctrine, proclaims in effe& the right of 
the ſtrongeſt, and conſequently the favourite Right of Ty - 
- Tants, 
Let none imagine, citizens, that the true intereſt ot the 
| nation can, either in this point of view, or in any other, diff 


trum 


ts enk! | 
from the rules of juſtice.” Never do the true intereſts of a 
nation exact the {lighteſt deviation from the rules of Juſtice 
and good Faith, under whatſoever pretext. Our country 
will ſupport itſelf or be cruſhed, as it. ſhall adopt or reject 
theſe truths. The ſyſtem of Terror, already quite baniſhed 
from the French Republic, cannot be tolerated a ſingle in- 
ſtant in that ſpot of the earth where we live; it would fink us 
in ruin for ever. Our political Conſtitution, our local ſitua- 


tion, our commercial relations, are all eircumſtances too de- 


ficatz to ſupport repeated ſcenes of violence and political 
ſhocks | | Fl) 1, fs | 


Caſt your eyes, citizens, upon the ſtate of the finanees of 
your country, of your city. Will it not require all the zeal, 
all the elaſticity of a commercial nation, to fill your exhauſt- 
ed coffers ? But are this zeal and this elaſticity compatible 
with a ſyſtem of terror?  Doubtleſs not: in bringing to per- 
fection this Revolution, one ſort of Terror only ought to be 
tolerated: Terror to thofe who have the hardineſs and ma- 
lice to undertake any thing againſt the Revolution. The 
moſt ſevere penalties againſt ſueh men will be ſo much the 
more equitable, as our conduct with reſpect to the paſt ſhall 
be noble and generous. | 1 2101 
It is a great miſtake, citizens, to compare 'the-circum- 
\Ftances of France in the courſe of her Revolution; with ours. 
It was not in France a ſpirit of revenge for the crimes com- 
' mitted under the old Government, which occafioned thoſe ro- 
peated ſcenes of Terror; but the violent oppoſition to the 
Revolution itſelf, which occafioned: the neceſſity of a propor- 
tionable vigilance to cruſh all conſpiracies. But what oppo- 
fition, citizens, have we to expect? If a wiſe and juſt Admi- 
niſtration completes this Revolution, is not the doctrine of 
Freedom and Equality fo amiable of itſelf, ſo deeply graven 
in our nature, that it will ſoon penetrate all hearts with irre- 
-fiſtible energy ? Will not all who: have been mifled by court- 
axtifiees return from their error? Let us ſne by facts, that 
à Democratical Government, well ordered, is not only poſ- 


fle, but that it is the ſole form of Government that accord 


with the dignity of man; and ſoon will this order of things 
be eſ.abliſhed by univerſal conſent, upon the ſureſt founda- 
tions. Let us prove the falſhood of all the rumours that 
have been ſpread among the multitude, whether they pro- 
eeeded (O ſhame !) from the Chair, or from the bofom of 


3 Councils, and ſoon will the multitude itſelf deſpiſe its ſe- 


»*- 


ducers. Slander painted the doQrine of Freedom and Equa- 
ny, as the immediate ſource of confuſion, and the grave of 
Religion. But, ci.izens, where will Slander now hide her 
WL 1 | | head, 


65 0 

bead, when every citizen is protected ĩn his perſon, in his pro- 
perty; and when the gates of the 1 — — are open to every 
ane, that he may adore our common Father in the manner to 
which he is prompted by the feelings of his heart? 

Theſe are the lively effects of a wiſe and philoſophic policy, 
which can and ought happily to er this Revolution. 
All the political Alfentions, all the Revolutions that have tak - 
en place in this State ſince its origin, vaniſh before ſo inter- 


eſting a Revolution as the preſent. They were only diſputes * 


between party and party; trials of ſkill for the moſt part be- 


| tween knaves and knaves; in which the people had no part to 


labour. ; 
is victorious. We muſt direct our views, not to the welfare 


* 


lay but the part of the dupe. To- day it is the cauſe of the 
eople itſelf, in which we labour, in which you all ought to 
To-day it is not a faction, but the nation herſelf, who 


of a few Deſpots, but to the happineſs of the whole Nation: 
Let us then always, citizens; conſider our Revolution under 
this important regard. Let us endeavour to give it ſuch a di- 
rection that it ſhall be in vain to ſeek to foment ne political 
diſſenſions; let the example of our depoſed Deſpots be to us a 
leflon to avoid the baſe as well as impolitic faults they have 
committed. Have their ſenſeleſs perſecutions made the priſons 
of this country cry for vengeance, and the complaints of the 
Dutch, become fugitives in all parts of the world, call forth 
curſes upon their Adminiſtration ? Let us make it our glory 
to convince Europe, that it is the Dutch Nation, and not a 
faction, that now triumphs z that it is the cauſe of Freedom 
and Equality, not the ſpirit of Revenge and Deſtruction; ia 
ſhort, that ſound policy now reigns on one ſide to make a 
cordial offer of the right hand of fllowſhip to her ſtray bre= 
thren, and not to drive them to deſpair ; on the other, to hold 
high the ſword of puniſhment, in order to ſtrike the firſt traitor 
that henceforth ſhall preſume to oppoſe the Freedom and Su- 


premacy of the People. For though the firſt part of this alter- 


native be the true end of the real friend of humanity, the other 
ought no leſs to fix the attention of the ſevere Republican, 


that thoſe who lie in ambuſh againſt Freedom, may ſee even 


from afar, that their actions are carefully watched, and that 
the Nation which ſo generouſly pardons, is ready to inflict ex- 
emplary puniſhment on criminals the moment her Freedom is 
attacked, 

Such, citizens, are the motives of the conduct we have pur-- 
ſued : ſuch is the rule of our actions. We believe that a firm 
adherence to this ſyſtem is the only method of completing the 

. | Revolution 
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=. Revolution,” and of fixing the univerſal national happineſs on 
| e ſoil of Batavia. 1 1 9 
N hn xith of February, $795, the firſt year of D 
7 | IDC | L} > 2 Sf 
| ubliſhed the x.3th of February following. LS IG NAT 
By Order of the above-mentioned R epreſentatives. 
6 68. BRENDER à BRANDIS, Secretary, 
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